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SATURDAY, MAY 3, 1845.

PUBLISHED MW GALES * MEATOJY.

Twu UumK ¦ yearor Ohk Dullah for the first ivgular
session ofeach Congress; mid Firrx Cuirrs for the final ses¬

sion of each Congress; and Uie same for each Exti-a Ses¬
sion.payable in all cases in advance.

" Extra Session..There is some talk of an ex-
. tra sesKton of Congress being convened. The
4 State Department is in great activity. Mr. Bu-
4 ciianan was closeted for some time with the Pre-
4 sident on Thursday, and despatches have been
4 handed in by Mr. Pakeniiax, about which much
4 anxiety is felt, and the reply looked for with con-
4 siderable interest. It appears to be the prevailing
4 opinion there that Mr. Polk will not retreat from
4 the position he has assumed in his inaugural."
We do not know where our friends of the New

York Mirror get the information upon which this
paragraph, copied from their paper of Saturday
evening, is founded. As, however, they doubtless
give credit to it, having assisted in giving it circula¬
tion, it is proper that they and «ther& should be un¬

deceived.
We think it quite likely that Mr. Buchanan did

transact business with Mr. Polk on Thursday, as

he probably does so every day in the week ; but all
the rest of the information contained in this para¬
graph has very little better foundation, if any, than
the lively imagination of whoever furnished it.
There is no talk here, at least, of an Extra Session
of Congress. There is no extraordinary "activity"
in the Department of State, that we have heard of:
the Secretary, we believe, eats, drinks, smokes his
cigar, and sleeps as usual. We do not hear of any
particular despatches 41 handed in by Mr. Paken-
iiam," nor of course of any 44anxiety" felt about
them, or any 44 reply" to them that is "looked for
with considerable interest." These intimations,
from whatever source, are entitled to none of the
consequence which appears to be given to them.

As to the feverishness which seems to have pre¬
vailed in the commercial and moneyed circles of
one or two of our large cities in consequence of the
recent tone of the British government and press on

the subject of Oregon, it ought to be recollected that
that question rests with this government, and that
any actual agitation of it must begin here, at the
Capitol. The wisdom of the Senate at the late
Session of Congress postponed that agitation until
the next Session, before the arrival of which it may
be hoped, of the good sense and good feeling of the
two governments, to be 44 postponed altogether."
Come when it may, however, the existing treaty
secures a year's interval from the first step to the
last in any change of position of the two countries
in relation to that question.

INTERESTING EXCURSION.
The expedition promised in the subjoined note

from the gentleman who has conceived the great
project of what may be called the Continental Rail¬
way, is certainly a very inviting one to such as

propose to themselves a summer's travel. Such a

trip will not only offer all the usual pleasures of a

journey over a wide, a various, an important, and
little-traversed region, but couple with it an object
worthy of the attention, and probably the advantage,
of an intelligent company, able, by their diversity
of knowledge, to assist and inform each other as to

every thing that may present itself along their route,
in geology and other parts of natural history or

science.
Without pretending as yet to offer any decided

opinion as to the feasibility of Mr. Whitney's bold
idea, we confess that its mere vastness, though sug¬
gesting to many the notion of its being visionary, by
no means implies, of itself, to us, such a conclusion ;
and any thing but forbids, therefore, the prosecu¬
tion of a careful examination of the possibilities of
his plan. We know that many much more com¬

petent than we to judge of the scheme are already
convinced of its reasonableness.

Certainly, then, since the proposed means of ef¬
fecting the object may prove adequate, and, if ade¬
quate, dispense with the raising of capital either
abroad or at home by moneyed subscription; since
the line of lands to be granted by our Government
will derive its value from the execution of the work
itself; since the gift will, if the thing succeeds,add
a worth to the contiguous territory which will more

than replace to our public domain the price of what
is to be parted with ; since, if the plan fail, the
grant is to revert; and since, en the other hand, if
it succeeds, the national and commercial benefits
attained must be very great, we must avow our¬
selves persuaded that the scheme deserves to be
mry seriously examined, and by no means utterlyrejected as extravagant.

Nor is it to be overlooked that at least the first
step in the proposed line of communication seems
quite practicable.the road from Lake Michigan to
the Mississippi an object highly worthy of beingrealized, and for which the face of the country to
be traversed offers unusual facilities. We are dis¬
posed at present to think that this part of the pro¬ject may readily be accomplished by the proposed
means ; and that probably a surplus of resources
might be left that would go far towards the remainder
of the work.

Washih^ton, Aran. S3, 1845.
Messrs. Gal«* A. Sbaton j It is my intention to pass ova-

examine, and partially survey seven or eight hundred miles of
the proposed route for the Railroad from Lake Michigan to the
Pacific.

I shall lesve New York about the 20th May for Green Bay,
folio* the Lake down to Milwaukic, thence west to the Mis¬
souri river, and return by St. Louis.

Several young gentlemen of high respectability and educa¬
tion will accompany me, and it will please me to have our

number increased.
The excursion will be pleasant, beneficial to health, and

useful in the knowledge to be gained of that vast country t

and, should the project for the railroad succeed, those who
now accompany ma can be usefully and advantageously em¬

ployed in the great work.
It will please me to have some young gentlemen of tke

South join us; ami I shall be happy to communicate with
any so disposed.

Truly yours, A. WHITNEY,
41 William utreet, New York.

The United States squadron under the command
of Comm. Stockton sailed from Hampton Roads,
with sealed orders, early on Sunday morning. Its
destination is supposed to be the Gulf of Mexico

LATER FROM MEXICO.

Advices from Vera Cruz to the 12th instant have
been received at New Orleans.

Mr. Shannon, the American Minister, had re¬

tired to Tacubaya, and was expected to take his
departure for the United States in a few days.
The British frigate Eurydice arrived at Vera

Cruz on the morning of the 12th instant from Gal¬
veston with despatches, which were immediately
forwarded to the capital.
An American squadron, consisting of the frigate

Potomac, sloop Falmouth, and brigs Fairfield and
Somen, was spoken at sea on the 17th instant,
bound to Vera Cruz.
The papers of the city of Mexico and of Vera

Cruz continue to be occupied almost exclusively
with the subject of Annexation. The official paper;
El Diario del Gobierno,t)f the 3d instant announces
that it is in possession of certain movements on the
part of die Government of a warlike character,
which it is constrained to withhold from the
public, as secresy is the soul of military operations ;
but expresses a hope that the speedy and successful
issue of these operations will soon relieve the public
curiosity in regard to them.
The papers contain the following correspondence

between Seiior Cuevas and Mr. Shannon, which
we copy as translated for the New Orleans Pi¬
cayune :

National Palacb, Mexico, March 28, 1845.
The undersigned, Minister of foreign Relations, in ad¬

dressing himself for the last time to his excellency Mr. Wil¬
son Suahnox, Minister Plenipotentiary from the United
States, desires to inform him that, as both Houses of the
United States Congress have sanctioned the law in relation to
the annexation of Texas to the territory ef the United States,
and as the Minister from Mexico has withdrawn from his
misa<!ii at Washington, and protested against the act of Con¬
gress and the Government of the United States, diplomatic
relations between the two countries cannot be continued.
What can the undersigned add to what has already been

said by his Government upon the grave offence offered Mexi¬
co by the United States, usurping a portion of Mexican terri¬
tory, and violating the terms of treaties of friendship, which
the Republic of Mexico has observed on her part as long as

her honor and the desire to avoid a rupture with the United
States have permitted ? Nothing more than to lament that
two nations, free and republican, contiguous (eecinus) and
worthy of a fraternal union, founded upon mutual interests
and a common and honorable loyalty, should have cut short
their friendly relations, and by an act as offensive to Mcxico
as it is derogatory to the honor of the American Union.
The undersigned renews to his excellency Mr. Shannon

the protest already directed against annexation ; and, more¬

over, would add, that the Mexican Republic will oppose the
measure with all the decision due to her own honor and sove¬

reignty, and that the Government ardently desires that con¬

siderations of loyalty and justice should yet outweigh.with
the citizens of the United States designs for extending their
territory at the expense of a friendly Republic, which, in the
midst of its misfortunes, (disgracia»,) seeks to preserve an

unspotted name, and thereby the rank, to which its destinies
call it.
The undersigned has the honor to offer to his excellency

Mr. Shannon his personal rcspect, and to assure him of hip
very distinguished consideration.

I.UIS G. CUEVAS.
To his Exccllency Wilson 8han jtox,

Envoy Extraordinary, 4 c.

United States Legation, March 31, 1845.
The undersigned, Envoy Extraordinary, Ac. of the Uni¬

ted States, lias the honor of acknowledging the receipt of his
Excellency's, Senor Cuevas's, Minister of Foreign Relations,
Ac., note of the 28th of March, announcing that the Con¬
gress of the United States has sanctioned the annexation of
Texas to its territory ; that the Mexican Minister at Wash¬
ington had terminated his official relation* and protested
against the said act of lite Congress and Government of the
United States ; and that diplomatic relations^betwven the two

countries could not lie continued.
The liberal and honorable sentiments entertained by the ac¬

tual Government of Mexico had induced the undersigned to

hope that the differences which exist between* the two Go¬
vernments could be arranged amicably, upon terms just and
honorable to both. It would appear, however, from the note
of his excellency Senor Cuevas that Mexico declines to ad¬
just these differences in this manner, and thus preserve the
peace of the two countries.
The undersigned can assure his excellency Senor Cuevas

that his (Mr. Shannon's) Government entertains the liveliest
desire to cultivate amicable relations with that of Mexico ; and
hare he will improve this opportunity to repeat that which he
has before communicated to the Government of Mexico, to

wit, that the United States has not adopted the measure of
annexation in any spirit of hostility towards Mcxico, and that
the United States are anxious to settle all questions which
may grow out of this measure, including that of boundaries, in
terms the most just and liberal.

Having offered the olive branch of peace, and manifested a"*
sincere desire to arrange these questions amicably, and upon
principles just and honorable to both Governments, the United
States have done whatever is in their power to preserve the
friendly relations between them, and it now remains for Mexi¬
co to decide whether they shall be continued, or whether the

peace of the two countries shall lie broken by a conflict equally
injurious to both, and which can give satisfaction only to the
enemies of civil liberty and republican institutions.
The undersigned will pass over in silence the charge made

against his Government of having violated the treaty of friend¬

ship with Mexico. The right of Texas to cede the whole or

a part of her territory to the United States, and the right of

the United States to accept such cession, have already been

amply vindicated repeatedly.
The undersigned has received no official communication as

to the sction of his Government in regard to the annexation
of Texas to the Union ; nevertlislrss, he cannot doubt, from

the tenor of his personal correspondence, that the measure

has been passed by Congress and approved by the President.
Hs expects daily despatches from his Government, with special
instructions upon this subject, and, liefore taking any further
.tops, has resolved to await their arrival.

The undersigned has the honor, Ac.
WILSON SHANNON.

National Palace, Mexico, Arall 2, 1845.
ie undersigned, Minister of Foreign Relations, has the

honor to communicate to his excellency Mr. Shannon, Minis-

m' u J" 10 ** n0te of hia Excellency of the 3lst
arc , t iat the Government of Mexico cannot continue diplo¬matic re tions with the United States upon the presumptionthat such relations are reconcilable with the law which the

President of the United States has spprovrd ln n>ffart, to (hr
annexation of the Department of Texas to the AmericanUnion: that tlu* determination 1. founded upon the necessLywinch Mexico is under of maintaining no friendship with a
Republic which has violated her obligation., usurped a portionof territory which belong, to Mexico by a right which she will
maintain at whatever cost; that the relations between the two
countries cannot he re-established before a complete reparationof that injury, [n^raitw,] such as is demanded by good faith,justice to Mexico, and the honor of the United States, is made!

Moreover, the undersigned will take the liberty to say to
his excellency Mr. Shannon, that if the United States Go-

| vernment thinks that it entertained friendly sentiments toward*

Mexico at the time of giving such offence, and when attack¬
ing the integrity of the republic of Mexico, this Government
(Mexico) is very fur from entertaining the name view*, ol ol

acquiescing in Die assurance* which hw excellency Mr. Sta¬tion has given, whatever may l»e it» sentiments towards u*

Excellency personally.
The undersigned, in making this announcement to hw ex¬

cellency Mr. Shannon, doing ho by the order of Uie Present
of Mexico.cutting short a new discussion which the inter¬
ruption of the relations of the two countries will not permit,
and liecause nothing can be added to what this Dt purtn^nt
has already said.has the honor to renew the assurance^ ol
his very distinguished consideration.

^^ q CUEVAH
Seiior Ciievas lias also addressed a general circu¬

lar la the Ministers Plenipotentiary of Englaid,
France, and Spain, which is translated as followb :

The undersigned, Minister of Foreign Relations, hasttie
honor to transmit to his excellency the Minister of |i«following circular, being impelled to employ this mearojpftransmitting to his [your] Government, in this note.,
solemn and formal protest of the Mexican Republic, suggested
by an act which, wounding to the last degree the rights and
honor of Mexico, is equally destructive to the universal prin¬
ciples of justice, to the respect due free and intelligent nations,
and the good faith which civilization has fixed as the basis ol
international intercourse, (internucional pulilica.) His ex-

ccllency Senor will understand that the undersigned has
reference to the law passed by the Congress of the United
States, and sanctioned by the Executive, for the annexation
of the Department of Texas to the American Union.
To present, in all its deformity, this act of the Congress and

Government of the United States, the alarming consequences
of its conduct towards the Mexican Republic, would be a use¬
less labor, inasmuch as this note is addressed to the represen¬
tative of a nation as illustrious as it is powerful, which, sus¬

taining nobly the rank which it occupies in the world, respect*
the laws of comity (buenti amistatf.) between foreign nations,
and founds its glory upon the immutable titles sf morality and
justice. The Government of the undersigned has no occa¬

sion to exhibit all the grounds upon which it relies for its re¬

sistance to this measure of annexation, as they are obvious
and ktiowu to all, and as the feeling excited among friendly
nations, and even those which have no oflicial relations with
Mciico, will be profound upon learning of a measure so inju-
rious and offensive to Mexico, and so utterly unworthy the
honor (buen twin Ore) of the United States.

But the undersigned will take occasion to observe to his ex¬

cellency Scnor that the American Government hav¬
ing been the first to acknowledge the independence of the Re¬
public of Mexico, showing itself a zealous j>artisan of lilwrty,
has been the only one which lias endeavored to usurp a portion
of her territory. He would also add that, as it appears from
recent declarations, the, designs of the United States have been
us old as the friendship which it was sought to confirm, first,
by a treaty of amity, and by another for the adjustment ol
boundaries, which has now licen completely violated. In aid¬
ing Texas to toever herself from the Republic, the United
States were wanting in good faith ; but in aiding to incorpo¬
rate Texas with the American Confederation, and declaring thai
this has been her policy for twenty years, she has pursued t

course which has no parallel in the history of civilized nations
Mexico, to avoid differences which for the most part had n<

foundation injustice, [as against her,] has submitted to sen

ouscompromises ; she has overlooked provocations and injuries
and has preserved her loyalty with such fidelity as to give he
moro rii»bt -if the right aliopossessescan be increased.tospcal
out and protest, as the undersigned now does, against the an

nexation of Texas to the United States, and against all its con
sequences. The Mexican Republic will employ in opposi
tion to this measure her power and her resources < and, trust
ing in the justice of her cause, does not fear to give assurance
that, whatever may ha the result, she will preserve the honoi
which at any cost she ought to defend in the very grave matter
under consideration.
With this view the undersigned request! his excellency

Senor to give this protest its proper direction, and at
the same time to accept the assurances of his most distin¬
guished consideration. LUIS G. CUEVAS.

EARTHQUAKE IN MEXICO.

FHOM THE ltEW OHLr.AKS HKK OF APRIL 21.
We have l>ecu kindly furnished by a merchant of this city

with the Vera Cruzano of the 12th, containing the account
of an awful earthquake which desolated the city of Mexico on

the 7th instant.
At the moment we write (says the Sigh of the 8th) the

inhabitants of the capital of the republic are still under the in¬

fluence of the horrors excited by the earthquake of yesterday,
the disastrous effects of which we are still imperfectly acquaint-
ed with.

tYesterday at fifty-two minutes past three o'clock P. M. tne
oscillations began, slight at first and then stronger. The di¬
rection of the motion appeared to be north and south. It last¬
ed alniut two minutes. Tho shocks were terrible ; notlung
like them was ever experienced before, and the condition of
the buildings too surely proves the absence of all exaggeration.
We were by chance ui»«n the great square at the time, and

we witnessed a spectacle not easily forgotten. In an instant
the multitude, but a moment previous tranquil and listless,
were upon their knees, praying to the Almighty and counting
with anxiety the shocks which threatened to convert the most
iMtiful city in the New World into a vast theatre of ruins.
The chains surrounding the portico were violently agitated,
the flags of the pavements yawned open, the trees bent fright¬
fully, the buildings and lofty edifices oscillated to and fro, the
immense arrow which crowns the summit of the cathedral vi¬
brated with astonishing rapidity. At 56 minutes put three the
movement had ceaaed.

It is impossible yet to ascertain the extent of destruction.
Not a house or a door but bears the marks of this terrible ca¬

lamity. Many of them are cracked and greatly injured, oth¬
ers are tottering, and others entirely fallen. San Lorenza, La
Misericonlia, Tompeate, Zapo, and Victoria streets, and I ie

Grand street have particularly suffered. The aqueducts were

broken in several places. The bridge of Tczontlale is demol¬
ished. The Hospital of Saint Lazarus is in ruins, and the
churches of San Lorenzo and San Ferdinand greatly injured.
The magnificent chapel of Saint Teresa no longer exists. At,
the first shock the cupola, a building of astonishing strength
and great beauty, fell, and was soon followed by the vault le-
neath the tabernacle, and the tabernacle itself. jFortunately all those in a church so much frequented suc¬

ceeded in escaping. At eight o'clock las. evening seventeen

persons had l»een taken from the ruins of other buildings and
carried to the hospital.

At three-quarters past six and a quarter past seven two more

shocks were felt. They were, however, slight, and occasioned

nothing but a temporary renewal of fright. ,

The Jersey City Advertiser says the number of hands cm-

ployed in the enlargement of tho Morris canal has been con-

si,lerablv underrated. Instead of twelve hundred, as has been
Mid in the newspapers, the actual number was two thousand
some days since, ..id fifty additional hands were added after¬
wards If the weather should be favorable, all the different
sections of the enlargement will be c.mpleted as far as New-
,rk by the 1st of June, and as the enlargement is now going
on between that place and Jersey City, it will not he long be¬
fore boats of sixty tons will pass the entire length of the canal
to the latter.

.. ,

Thf Philadelphia United States Gazette states that two
editions of Captain Wilkes's Narrative ol the Exploring Lx->Snh..r Z«lj be.«*l. .ml '!». « *>«* J".*through the fKm rf tin- iH.Mi.hc~, Mctt. Lm 4L in » frw d.,. will b. r»,l, in mM
who h.»« n,* Trt !«.. .1* » P"*""
where but four volumes had been issued, it is attracting gremt
attention.

THE PRESIDENT AND THE CLERKS.

The following copy of a " Circular, -addressed
by the President of the United States to the Heads
of Departments, which has been the ^ubject ot
much conversation and some newspaper comment,
we copy from the New York Express, to which,
paper it had been communicated by a correspondent!
from Washington:

[circular.]
W A Hill FIGTON, Aphil 11, 1845.

Sih : III executing the laws there is no <luty which appear#
to me more imperative than to tuke care that officers who re¬

ceive the public money shall promptly and tally pertorm the
duties for which the law appropriates their respective salaries.
J ustiee to the public, and a proper regard for the clearly ex¬

pressed will of Congress, require that this shall be done.
Those who come to the seat of Government on public busi¬
ness should not lie unnecessarily delayed by the negligence or

inattention of heads of bureaus or clerks connected with the
Executive Department^ I therefore invite your attention to
the thirteenth section of the act of Congress, approved on the
2Cth of August, 1842."An act legalizing and making ap¬
propriations for such necessary objects as have been usually in¬
cluded in the general appropriation bills without authority of
law, and to fix and provide for certain incidental expenses of
the departments and officers of Government, and for other
purposes".and to the twelfth section of the " Act to re-

oiganize the General Land Office," approved on the 4tli of
July, 1836.

I desire that you will cause the monthly reports, required
by the act of 1842, to be regularly made, and that you will
transmit them to me.

The law contemplates that the distribution of labor amongst
tl»e clerks shall bear a fair proportion to their compensation ;
and it is unjust that the meritorious anil faithful should have
to perform the duties of such as may be found to be negligent,
idle, or incompetent. To prevent this injustice, it is essen¬
tial that each clerk shall attend regularly in his office and dis¬
charge his own appropriate duties. It is desired that each
head of a buTeau shall cause to be made a daily statement,
showing the absence of each clerk from his duty during office
hours, the causes of such absence as far as he may be able to
ascertain thcin, and that this statement accompany the monthly
reports.

I also desire that you will accompany the monthly reports
with a statement of any complaints which may be made to

you of any clerk in your office who may have contracted debts
since his appointment and does not pay them agreeable to con¬
tract. Disclaiming any right to interfere with the private af¬
fairs of officers of Government, I ain yet unwilling that they
shall be embarrassed in the performance of their public duties
by the just importunities of disappointed creditors, who trusted
them on the faith of their compensation from the Treasury.

Believing that the duties required of the officers and clerks
employed in the several Executive Departments are by no

means unreasonable, and impressed with the inqiortance of a

prompt and efficient despatch of the public business, I desire
that you will take measures for the due execution of the laws
to which I have called your attention.

Respectfully, yours,
JAMES K. POLK.

FROM BRAZIL.
Advices have been received at Philadelphia from

Rio de Janeiro up to the 19th of March.fifteen
days later than previous advices. Every thing was

tranquil. The difficulty which existed between th«
United States' and Brazilian authorities, in refer
ence to the brig Porpoise, had been amicably ad¬
justed.

RETURN OF THE MACEDONIAN.
The Unifed States frigate Afacedoniutt, Commo¬

dore Perry, from St. Croix, 8th instant, via Porto
Rico, anchored outside the bar of New York har¬
bor on Sunday afternoon.
From a letter published in the Courier and En¬

quirer we learn that upon the arrival of the Mace¬
donian at Porto Rico the Governor General's Aid went on

board and invited the Commodore to liecome the guest of his
Excellency while he remained here. On the following day
Admiral La Plact, with the French frigates Antroinede and
Niade arrived. On Saturday Governor Van Sh.ii.tkx gave
a dinner, to which all officers and citizens of distinction of
the Island were invited. Subsequently the Governor, Admi¬
ral, Commodore, and several gentlemen din<Vl with Major
Logan, upon his estate at La Grange. On Monday the
Governor gave a grand hall in honor of the visit of Admiral
La Place and Commodore Pkrht. On Tuesday these offi¬
cers, with a large party, dined with Captain Von Sholtbn,
who, formerly in the French navy, circumnavigated the
world under Admiral La Place. The Commodore was

pressed to accept invitations to several fetes by gentlemen who
were desirous of testifying their respect for him and for the
flag whose honor he sustains, hut having determined to get to
sea on Wednesday they were necessarily declined.
The officers of the frigate were exceedingly attentive and

courteous to the Americans there.

General Cameron, the new Senator from
Pennsylvania..A correspondence is published be¬
tween the Hon. Simon Camkron, the recently elect¬
ed Dnited States Senator from Pennsylvania, and
certain Whig members of the Legislature of that
State, in which they propounded the following que¬
ries to the General, then a candidate for the place
to which he was subsequently elected :

" Are you in favor o{ the tariff of 1842 ' and, if elected to
the I'nited States Senate, will you sustain it without change '

" Are you in favor of the distribution of the proceeds of the
miles of the public lands » and, if elected, will you support
this measure ?
To these questions Mr. Cameron promptly re¬

plied, clearly and candidly, in the affirmative. He
hesitated not a moment in saying that he is deci¬
dedly and unequivocally in favor of the tariff of
1842, and that he will support it in the Senate;
that he is in favor of the distribution of the proceeds
of the public lands, and that, too, he will advocate
and support in the Senate. We do not see, there¬
fore, that there is any doubt as to the course of
the new Pennsylvania Senator.

[New York Courier Enquirer.
"It is Not So..The New York Express, a leading

. Whig paper, says ' ty- Polk irirans to run again.' 'We
«take leave to deny this once more, in the plainest, most di-
< and i>ositive terms. He will do nothing of the kind,
' and we are greatly surprised that the editors of that respeeta-
«hie journal should suppo* that such an event was possible
. under any circumstances. Mr. Polk pledged himself not
«to be a candidate for re-election, and by this pledge he will
4 abide.".Madinonian:

WTe do not know that the Madisonian is the Ex¬
ecutive official, but such a prompt unqualified denial
as the above, from that paper, would seem to de¬
serve credit. Mr. Polk is not to be a candidate for
re-election. The contest, then, will be warm

among the candidates for nomination. Mr. Dallas,
Mr. Hochanan, Mr. Cass, and even Mr. Calhoun,
are all on the move ; Mr. Dallas, with the advan¬
tages of a concentration of friends, but not perhaps
such a diffused force as Mr. Cass. Mr. Dallas is
strong in Philadelphia, and may be in Delaware and
New Jersey; Mr. Buchanan in Pennsylvania.
Mr. Cass is strong in west New \ ork and the
northwestern States. Then Silas W right is not to
be overlooked..United States Gazette.

THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA.

The Charlottesville Advocate of Saturday in¬
forms us that the measures adopted for suppressing
the late riots at the University of Virginia, and ban¬
ishing tlieir authors and abettors from the precincts,
have been signally successful. Tranquillity has
been restored, and the Lectures were resumed on

Saturday morning. The Magistrates who have had
the subject under investigation intend making a

publication of the facts. The Board of Visiters
closed their session on Friday, by adopting the sub¬
joined resolutions, intended to mark their entire
concurrence in the steps which have led to the res¬

toration of order:
" Hooked, That it be recommended to the Faculty, in

cn»e of the recurrence of scenes similar to those which have
recently disturbed the peace and good order of the University,
to endeavor through their chairman to concert such measures

as may be deemed prudent to secure the prompt and efficient
aid of the civil authority in preserving the peace and protect¬
ing the property of the University.

" Resolved, That it be recommended to the Faculty, through
their Chaiiman, forthwith to address to the parents and guar¬
dians of the students of the University a circular letter, netting
forth a brief statement of events connected with the recent dis¬
turbances, the withdrawal of the civil authority from the pre¬
cincts, the meeting and adjournment of the Visiters, and the
resumption of the lectures and exercises of the Institution."

IOWA.
The people of this Territory having rejected the

new Constitution just submitted to them, new plans
are put forth. Among others, the Dubuque Express
proposes that the Legislature just elected, and which
assembles in May, shall take measures lor calling a

new Convention to devise another Constitution,
with such boundaries as may be acceptable to Con¬
gress. Admitting that the boundaries of the State,
as defined in the rejected Constitution, were too
extensive, the Express proposes that the Missouri
river shall be insisted upon as the western bounda¬
ry, and that a limit shall be adopted on the north
which shall exclude Dubuque, Clayton, Delaware,
and other counties from the proposed State. The
country thus excluded, it is proposed, shall fonn a

new Territory, to be called the Territory ol Wash¬
ington. The boundaries of Iowa will be so much
reduced in this way as to relieve Congress from
any objection on this score.

LATE FROM THE RFVER LA PLATA.
The barque Nautilus has arrived at Baltimore

from Buenos Ayres, whence she sailed on the 4th
of March. At that time the decrce of the Argen¬
tine Government, prohibiting the entry of any ves¬

sel into Buenos Ayres which had previously touch¬
ed at Montevideo, was in operation, and there was

not a single foreign vessel at the latter port. This
decrce was issued in consequence of the interference
of the French Admiral with the blockade of Monte¬
video, and its effects will be severely felt.

It is understood that the Hon. William Brknt
Jr., United States Charge d'Affaires, had protesjtet

i against the interference of the French Admiral, 01

the ground that European nations should notcontro
, political parties among the American Republics. H«
> alleges further, we learn, that the war in the Rivei
. La Plata has already bern continued seven years b>
. reason of the course pursued by the English ant

French nations.
The provinces of the Argentine Confederation

were all in a state of tranquillity, except Corrientes,
where Gen. Paz had organized a force of three
thousand men. The Argentine Government had
near five thousand troops under Gen. Gazon, who
was a larorite officer of Bolivar, and who will, it is
thought, put an end to the civil war in that quarter.

In the Uruguay Republic there had l)een several
skirmishes between the belligerents, and the depart¬
ment of Maldonado was in the hands of the Reveira
party. In other parts of the Republic quietness
prevailed.
The new French Charge had presents his cre¬

dentials, and had been received at Buenos Ayres.
A new Brazilian Minister Plenipotentiary had been
received at Montevideo.
There was a report in circulation, one or two days

before the Nautilus sailed, that the Argentine Min¬
ister at Rio de Janeiro, Gen. Gido, had demanded
his passports, which, if true, will no doubt be given
to him. This was occasioned by his demanding sa¬
tisfaction from the Brazilian Government for grant¬
ing Gen; Paz leave to set out from Rio de Janeiro
and pass through their province to Corrientes.
The decree prohibiting the entry of vessels at

Buenos Ayres that touch at Montevideo has had the
effect of making the market there still worse, as it
is now impossible to sell any articles unless for im¬
mediate consumption..Baltimore American.

CENTRAL AMERICA.
The Vera Cruz papers contain intelligence from

Guatemala to a late date. On the 1st of February
an officer named Mariano Mkndkz, who was on

guard at the public square, liberated the prisoners,
gave them arms, surprised the President's house,
took possession of all the barracks, except those of
San Francisco, and proclaimed General Montkrosa
Chief of the Republic. Colonel Bolano, with the
troops which remained faithful to the Government,
attacked the square the next day, and a short con¬
flict brought the insurgents to terms. They were
to leave the city on the f»th, and cease all hostilities
under the promise of pardon.

HAYTI.
Late accounts from Jamaica state that Herard,

the ex-President of Hayti, has left Jamaica with a
view to regain the chief magistracy of Hayti. Hav¬
ing purchased a vessel for the purpose, he set sail
011 the 29th of March with the Commissioners who
went to Jamaica to urge his return. In the mean
time, the plot having been discovered by the intercep¬
tion of some of Ilerard's letters, the people of Port-
au-Prince and Aux Cayes were adopting vigorous
measures to frustrate this threatened revolution, the
consummation of which, from its early discovery,
they hoped effectually to prevent.
A writer in the New York Tribune, alluding to the sugges¬

tion made through the columns of that paper a few days ago
touching the practicability of connecting this Continent with
Europe by means of the Electro-Magnetic Telegraph, say*:

' ^"his is not a new idea. Professor Morse has long had such
a result in view. I have often conversed with him on the sub¬
ject, and received satisfactory answers to the various difficul¬
ties mentioned. His method was similar to that proposed by
your corresjiondent : reeling off from and to abrupt shores any
amount of wire.10,000 miles, if it were necessary.having
covered more thickly the extremities liable to injury from
attrition, and the whole secured from the corrosive effects of
sea water. Any danger of the wire parting from its own
weight in sinking is obviated by the supporting power of the
water and the wire already sunken. There can be no reason-
able doubt of the prafticalniity of thA plan."

Riflk SmwriXB..The editor of the Boston Post savs:
I "He has seen a target the site of a half dollar, into which
Dt. Gould, of Linn, put eleven balls in succession, with a

rifle made by Nathaniel Whitmore, of that town, at a distance
of twenty rods. A ten cent piece covers ten of the hits, a five
oeat piece covers nine, and the other shot is far within the

' edge of the circle. " <
''

TRIAL FOR PIRATICAL SLAVE-TRADING.
REROUTED FOR THE BALTIMORE AMERICA*.

U. STATES CIRCUIT COURT.
Present Judges Timet ami Heath. United State* vs. Ja¬

son L. Pendleton, Captain of the brig Montevideo, partly
owned in New York, charged with piracy in being engaged in
the slave-trade on the coast of Africa.

After the indictment had been read by the Clerk of the
Court, William L. Mabhhall, Esq. made an opening state¬
ment to the Jury previous to swearing the witnesses.
The witnesses on the part of the United State* were then

called.
The evidence went to show that the brig Montevideo, un¬

der the command of a certain Captain Riddell, in October,1843, shipped a crew in New York for the port of Rio de Ja¬
neiro and other ports in the brazils, and, subsequently, to goto any port where the captain might direct, the period for
which the crew was shipped being twelve months. After
reaching Rio, and discharging a portion of the cargo, CaptainRiddell told one of the witnesses that the vessel had been char¬
tered fur eight mouths to trade upon the coast of Africa. Capt.R. then placed the accused in** targe of the vessel as master,and she proceeded on her voyage to the coast, landed part of
her cargo in Cabenda, 011 the Congo river, took some cargoout of tlie vessel called the Agnes, lying there, and proceeded
to trade along the coast. She then went back to Victoria, in
the Brazils. During the voyage the accused told one of the
witnesses that the vessel was owned by Captain Riddell, who
was a citizen of the United States residing in New York. He
also stated that he was navigating the vessel for Captain R.,and that he himself was a native of Connecticut, but sailed
out of New York. Hero she was hove out and repaired. Dur¬
ing the period of repairs Captain Pendleton went on shore to
live. Previous to this a Portuguese captain and crew had
come on board, and, after the vessel was repaired, a quantityof water casks, amounting to 170 or 180, were taken on board,with a quantity of jerked bee£ farina, dtc. This cargo was
taken on board by the Portuguese crew, while the rigging, &c.
was done by the American crew. During the time the vessel
was lying at Victoria a deck was made by the Portuguese car¬
penters, and fitted on the beams below the other deck. It was
afterwards taken ofT, taken apart, the parts marked with white
paint, so that they could be refitted, and stowed away in the
wings of the veasel. The vessel then left for Cabenda again.When she reached there she discharged some lumber, jerkedlieef, &c. A small lighter of jerked beef was, however, sub¬
sequently placed again on board the vessel. Every thing in
relation to the cargo was done by the Portuguese crew, while
the Americans navigated the vessel, each crew living separate¬ly. After lying at Cabenda lor some three or four weeks, on
the evening of the 3d of October, 1844, something was said to
the crew in reference to an expectation of selling the veasel.
Early the next morning the moorings o& the vessel were
changed, so as to place her in a more favorable position for
leaving the harbor, such a change as any seaman might have
made to obtain a better chance of the wind. The crew were
then told by the mate that the vessel had been sold, and they
must get ready to go 011 shore. About ten o'clock a Portu¬
guese captain, who resided on the roast, went on board the
vessel, a bill of sale was finished and handed to him by Capt.
Pendleton, and drafts rcccived in exchange. Capt. Pendleton
then told the second mate to haul down the American flag and
phce it in the Umt, which was done. The captain, taking
his tin t^se, with his register, fee., and his chronometer, then
got into one of the Imats, directing the balance of the crew to
follow with the first mate in the other boat as soon as that offi¬
cer hail finished some work he was doing at the stern. On
reaching the shore Captain Pendleton went to send qpme one
to take up the trunks, &c., leaving the second mate in chargeof them. A few minutes after being on shore that officer saw
a large numbcT of negroes coming out of the high grass on the
shore. Some were manacled, and others were not. The
shackles were knocked off on the shore, and the negroes were
|>laced in launches and sent off in the direction of the brig.Some of the Portuguese crew who went from Victoria in the
brig were on the shore, but they had no charge of the negroes.There were no manacles or chains on board of the veasel on
bcr voyage from Virtenia, nor was there any cabooae, exceptthe ordinary one for cookingfor the crew.

It was shown also that the crew left the vessel about three-
quarters of an hour after Captain Pendleton, and that, in go¬
ing to the shore, they saw some of the launches with the ne¬
groes taken to the brig and [*»«s*d on board. It was further
shown that they were counted as they were taken on board; .

and further that theie were about two hundred on the upperdeck and six hundred and eighty-four on the second deck,
which had been refitted under the other, but when could not
be shown, as the witnesses had only casually seen it through the
hatrhway as they (Kissed on their way to the shore. Whe¬
ther it was there at the time the accused left could not be
shown.
The negroes were landed at Caprio, a few miles above Rio,the vessel having proceeded under the charge of Capt. Cornier,the (N-rson to whom she was transferred, and his crew to that

place. The accused, with his crew, obtained (tasrage in dif¬
ferent vessels to Rio on their way home ; but, after reachingthat post, the accused with others was arrested, and sent
within the jurisdiction of this Court in the United States shipCongress.
A number of law points were submitted to the Court, which

were fully and elaborately argued by the counsel on each side
up to nine o'clock on Monday night, when the Court adjourn¬ed until Tuesday morning, at ten o'clock. Upon the openingof the Court on Tuesday, John Gle.nn, Esq., counsel for the
defence, briefly addressed the Court upon the points of law
which hod been argued by the other roundel for the defence,
and the District Attorney on the other side.
Upon the close of Mr. Glenn's remarks the Court were again

addressed by the District Attorney, W*. L. Marshall, Esq.,
at considerable length. Mr. Marshall closed a few minutes
before twelve o'clock, when Mr. Glexk again addressed the
Court in reply to his arguments.
Upon the close of the arguments, the Court, without giving

any opinion on the question of the validity of the indictment,
instructed the Jury that, in order to convict the accuted uponthe charge alleged against him, there mint be evidence to
nfunc that ht wax on board the rcsxcl at the time of the con¬
finement of the negroes, aiding and abetting in such confine¬ment, and that no such evidence had been offered.

The Jury returned a verdict of not guilty without leavingthe box.

FROM BUENOS AYRES.

FROM THE RALTIMOHR AMERICAN.

U< esos Aires, February 20, 1845.
Gentlemen : I enclose you a translation of an important

decree, issued by Gov. Rusas, which will prove ruinous to
vessels bound to Montevideo.

There is very little business doing here ; wool is the only
article in demand, and that has risen two cent* pier lb., which
caused the Americans to cease purchasing. The English
continue to buy even at the advance. The following are the
ruling rates Wool, common washed, 25 a 28; ditto un¬

washed, 12; Cordova baled, 28.

Bveno* A trek, Ferruart 13, 1845.
Year 3Cith of the Liberty, 30th if the Independence, and

16th of the Argentine Confederalurn.
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS.

The Government of Buenos Ay res, charged with the For¬
eign Affairs and Affairs of Peace and War of the Argentine
Confederation, has resolved and decreed ;

1st. On and from the 1st of March all communication with
the port of Montevideo will I* closed.

2d. No vessel, coming direct from the port of Montevideo,
or that may have arrived or touched by any incident whatever
at said port, shall be allowed to come to an entry at the captain
of the port's office.

3d. Neither shall those veassls which, in order to avoid that
part of the decrec contained in the preceding article*, should
go from the port of Montevideo frignedly to any other port
or place south of the line, in order to alter or change their pa¬
pers, and return to the Argentine ports, he allowed to come to

any entrv.
4th. the English packet* and vessels of war of friendly

nations are excepted.
5th. The present decree shall remain in force meanwhile

the city of Montevideo is in |*>s*ession of the ruthless T n itu¬
na ns, and shall cease from the moment of the entry of the
army of ojierations, under command of his Excellency the le¬
gal President of the Oriental Republic of the Uruguay, Bnga-
dier General Don Manuel Oribe, into the said cijy.

i 6th. Communicate the foregoing to whom it may correa-

pond, publish it, and insert in the Official Register.
| 1 ROSAS.

FELIPE ARANA.

Munificent Donatio*..The "Brady's Bend Iron Com¬
pany

" hare forwarded one thousand dollars to the Pittsburg
suffirers. The work* of this company are located on the Al¬
leghany river, about fifty miles above Pittsburg, and the pro-
prietor* reside in Boston.


